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The story opems with the closeup of a round school-room globe
'l)inni&ubout. and as it stope a pencil emters, touches & remote point
of nor o8t Canada. This remote point on the globe is in reality e
plcturesque spot in the northern woods of Canada. In the distance there
is a cabin from which two pecple appear, one being Gaspard Lesage &
French Canadiam trapper and the other his adopted daughter Nan. Gaspard
leaves to cut some lumber while Nan goes to feed some bears.

Upon Nan'e return to the csbin she finds waiting for her Bruce
Vane, who is imown as & ne're~do-well and an outcast from civilization.
He proposes marriage to Nan and as she does not care particularly for
him, she refuses. He becomes insistant so she abrup gou inside. This
thoroughly enrages Vane and he fallows her into the in, He tries to
force himself upon her but Gespard returns and advises Bruce to leave Nan
alone in the future.

At the headgquarters of the Northwest Mounted Poliee, Dick Driscoll,
an American soldier of fortune, has just been sworn to the force, He

craves excietment - things being dull far him since the good old days of -'!ﬁ

Chatean !hum. His superior officer displays & map of the north region
and points to & district that is encircled with a line of black,

Driscoll is told that he is to asgertain what has caused the
region indicated to become known as "The Kingdom of Death". His super or
ormg him that the district ias feared and avoided by all the natives
living sbout it, amd that it is said that every person who has entered

has never returned. Furthermore, the omdng officer remarks:

"There is some :ooliﬂ tudium that years ago & meteor from
Mars fell in that region, orgshing into fragments, and that these atoms
have a {wor more potent than that of radium-- the power of :lnvi.ubilitﬁ'
Driscoll laughs st the the oxy and departs, promising to fully investiga
the mysterious region.

In the very center of the region that has become known as
"The Kingdom of Death"™ is the sbode of Lum Soo, an Oriemtal, Externally,
his home seems only a group of crude shacks, but imside is a furnishing
of Oriental ﬂlamer, and Lun Soo, who had been made wealthy by a rich
strike of go is veritsbly king of all he surveys. As he seats
upon a throne oc! costly splendor, Yen, one of his slaves, appears ’rm-
trates himself before him. In humble tones Yen states that not yet he
been able to discover any of the fragments of the lost meteor. Lun waves
him away angrily, telling him that he has but ten more days to make good
his -gearch, and thew 88 he soligquizes, Lun mutters: "The power of
ghibl:{.&ty—-.y nation would control the world ~- and I would be its

erior

Some days later Nan is accompanying Gaspard an & tour of his
traps. They separate, agreeing to meet at a given point, Nan to look
over ome line of traps and Gaspard another.

Yem, the glave of Lun Soo, while trntinll: making a lmohﬁr
tr.gncnt- of the lost meteor, comes to one of the hidden traps of Gaspard's
and sunmﬁ.y steps into it, Here Nan finds him, and succeds in freeing
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bu; he tells her it would have/ just as well had he died in the trap.
But He will not explain to her the significience of this.

Nan approaches the place where she is to meet Gaspard, :g.ola
shack reputed to be Baunted. From a distance she sees him enter

shack and hurries to meet him. But as ghe draws near a sudden noise stops
her far the moment. Them, alarmed by the sounds she has heard, she
hurries into the one room shack, only to find, to her utter amazement,
that it is completely -_gty. S8he looks about swiftly, can find no trace
whatsoever of her adopted father, until coming to the conclusion that he
is only playing & practical joke on her -- that he must Iave slipped
quietly out a back window -~ she hwries an to her ecabin.

Driscoll, by this time, has arrived in this region, which
borders on the indefinite boundar ies of "The Kingdom of Death". He comes
to the tepee of Aloo, an ancient Indian witch doctor, and who is reputed
to have definite knowledge of the meteor and its uncenny powers. Aloo
offers to tell Driscoll his fortune, and Driscoll amusedly consents.

The policeman is told that he must bewaré of a woman he is soon to meet,
and as the witch doctor goes on to describe this women, Driscoll pictwr es
the woman he would like to meet, and into his mind creeps a blurred
vielon of Nan. His fortune finished, Driscoll gquizzes Aloo concerning
the ?turious kingdom b nd and is told that it is all true. Aloo

bids Driscoll wait, that he will give him prodf, and with this the old
Indien steps into & little blanket tent in the middle of the tepee. Then,
thrusting hand out through an opening, Aloo bids Driscoll by thi s

to open the temt. Driscoll does 80 anml is amazed to find the Indian gome.
He dsshes outside,looking sbout wonderingly, and when he steps inside again
the witeh doctar ia_ there, celmly smoking., Puzzled greatly, but then
deciding that he has only been the victim of some skilful trick, Driscell
goes away. ,

Nan comes to her cabin and is now thoroughly alermed to find
that Gaspard is not there., She finds on The table a note reading:

"Your father is alive, but for thirty days you must.do all

you are told or he must die. XLook in the hollow tree by

the stream". :

Naeh hastens to the hollow tree, a place where she lms often
playfully left messages for Gaspard. Reaching her hand down into the
orevice she brings forth another note, or rather the photograph of a man,

8till trying to make hermelf believe that the whole thing is
a prank of her foster father, Nan determines to go back to the 0ld shack
to further investigate. Night is coming on, and in the sky the storm
clouds are gathering as she sets out.

Driscoll comes to the o0ld shack and decides to spend the night
there as it looks like rain., Placing his horse in the broken down one

stall stable he unrolis his blancets and stretches out in a corner of
the shack,

Yen, the slave, again enters the throne room of Lun Soo,
prostrates himself, and declares feebly: "I have failed!™ With a2 curt
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apd angcy summons, Lun bids another slave prepare for the exeoution, and
before the throme is placed a blackened block, upon which the shave is to

be beheaded.

Darknese has fal len as Nan returns to the o0ld shack, she enters
camtiously, and as from the corner of the room she hears a slight noise
she draws her gun in readiness. For Driscoll, seeing in the shack the dim
figure, is etly slipping out of his blankets and step by step he makes

his way to the stub of the candle an the table.

At Lun 8c00's the executioner's axe is about to fall upon Yen bmt
suddenly Lun looks out & small window and starte in amazement, Acoross
the is travelling a flaming meteor, and the executioner, as he also
sees the phenomena, remains with his axe held aloft.

In the eabin Driscoll -m-::.{‘mum a match, touches it to
the stub of the camdle, and steps back amszement as he sees the very
gl.ﬂ. he has pictured to himself--covering him with & gun. While Nan sees

before her the mam she has been told to nn --to save her

aaop'hd father's life.

- In a knot-hole the eye of a men is uncannily watching, end t?,
as Driscoll steps closer to ‘88 tho wondering if it were not al
dream, from & crevice in the comes & long taloned hand,in a flash
snuffs ocut the camdle, sending the shack into darkness-- Ihu.o outeide
-and not far distant, the meteor crashes to earth with a violent blinding

explésion, ending episode one.
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